S. F. Pacifie Hero
Dies of Wounds

-.l!’frus THIRTY-SECOND cluster to his D.S.C., and now

DIVISION IN THE PHILIP-/has deen récommended for a

PINES, Jan. 16 (AP).—Death i Posthumous Silver Star,

promotad from staff ser-
to captain on New
's bloody Buna battle-
was mortally  wounded
Yuvg Erehby enemy mortar
fire, division headquarters an-
nounced today, hard in New Guinea's
But on Leyte as in other cam- Altape sector, his troops were
he had carried to the/Supplied only by air as they
end his own Individual style of [fought in
the Japaness behind|mountains,
their own lines,

!:lcsdmmldouu%;hcot?nd-mn-
citizenship necessary to his/nered Bottcher. e of them re-
3 . cently confided to an officer:
The 35 year old graduate of

“It's actually fun working out
San Franclsco State College en-

there with him. ¥vs like play-
Nsted Immediataly after Pearl| ing cops and robbers. I never
Hazbor. As a sergeant in the| feel safer In the.jungle than
Buna campaign he had often| when Pm with Bottcher."

said that he would "get some-! An aunt, Mrs, Alice Bottcher

thing done” if given a command Bnuﬁmnn.m Ramsell atreet,
{ 3 nelsco, was listed as his

When the battle was critical he{next of kin in the United States.
g‘uven an K\ymntry company |He was unmarried,
successfully assaultad ene-|_ .,
His Last Letter

my p:g%?or this uuomo
won ca ncy and the -
el el Hinted Death
Indicating a promonition thas
times. he added wmmumwum%

Subsequently wounded three

For more than six weeks, during C

Because. he had served as a|c0sthis unit oply four wounded—|t
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APT. HERMANN BOTTCHER
Jungle Fighting Career Over

Captaln Bottcher, in his last let-
T to his aunt, Mrs. Bruegge-
ann, which was written shortly

settling his affalrs and making
will, she sald today,

He also sent large amounts of
money Lo her and her 13 year old
daughter, Evelyn, and to several

o return, Mrs. Brueggemann
said.

While attending San Franciseo
State College, where he was
ﬂaumlnz international relations,
Bottcher worked as a cabinet
maker for several downtown de-
pasrtment stores.

He was the son of a Gerinan sol-
dler killed in Workd War I in
combat against Australian Infan-
try. His only other survivors, be-
sides his aunt and cousin, were
relatives In Germany whom he
had been unable to communicate
with since America’s entry Into
the war. One brother is believed
to have died in a Nazl concentra
tion camp. K3

friends, pointing out he wanted
them to have It In case he failed|
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S, F'S ‘ONE-MAN
ARMY' KILLED

Sy United Press

WITH 3IND DIVISION, Leyte,
Jan. 16.—Captain Herman Botscher,
35, aof San Pranciscs, the one-man
army of Buna, died of wounds early
Dec. 31 as his small reconnakssance
fores battle off 300 Japanese far be-
hind enemy lines In the drive south
toward Ormoc, headqQuarters ree
vealed teciny.

The German-born Bolteher, who
&5 a private soon afler

2
New Guinea campalgn two years
=“ago, Bottcher won & battlefledd com=
mission and the Distinguiahed Serv-
fce Cross.

He often had said, “If they only
would give me actual command of
;n outfit, I would get something

one,”

When bitter [fighting beeame

When Bottcher was to be pre-
sented with & Distinguished Service
Croas for his work at Buna he falled
to show up at the ceremony. They!
found him training his reconnaise
#ance troop,
| During the Altape campalgn in
|New Guinea when the 32nd Division
‘kﬂlod 0000 Japanecse, Bottcher and
his troop operatsd more than alx
weeks deep inside enemy lines

For nearly & month and a half

Captlain Bottcher operated almost
' continwously behind ememy Mnes

on Leyte, disrupling the Japanese

Aefenses by destroying bridges. He
often weuld remove entire bridges
by plece, hiding them in the

ngle for future Ameriean use.

His men lived mainly on native
food, asking hesdquarters only for
salt, sugar and tea

Botteher was idolizsed by his men,

“People may think I'm craxzy but
it's actually fun working out there
tly "l"':l';; .fl‘yh wx ":
oently. 1 e p £ 0Ops AN
robbers. And ¥ mever feel safer
| out in the jungle than when I'm
with Captain Botteher”

For his work on Layte he has been
recommended for a posthumous
Siiver Star.

CAPYAIN BOTTCHER JOINED
ARMY FROM S, F, HOME

Captain Bottcher's home was San
Francisco. He enlisted here the day
war was declared-Dec. 8, 1941. Bei
&5 survived here by his aunt, Mrs.
Alice Bottcher, 230 Ramsell-st, and
her daughter, Evelyn.

He came to the United States after
serving with the Internstional Bri-
gade on the side of the Loyalists In
the Spanish Civil War., In that war
against as In this ove, he
entered the ranks as & private,
emerged as a captain, 2




