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AMERICAN TROOPS
ON THE BUNA FRONT, Dec,
® (Delayed)—A full-bearded San
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Flghtmg Fool From S. F. Shows Japs

How Herman Bottcher Learned to Fight

Herman Boticher is 3 German
boy and a S8an Francisco boy,

His father was killed fighting
for Kalser Wilhelm in World War 1.

Bottcher was born In Lands-
berg, Cermany, near Berlin, in
19, He spent a couple. of years
in Australis while awniting an
opportunity to enter the United
States ,which oame in 1931,

He came out of the Spanish civil
war a Lagelist Captain, after

enlisting as a private in the In-
ternational Brigade, leaving from
San Prancisco, He returned to
8an Francisoo after that war,

Here, he had warked at The
Emporium as a cgbinet maker and
had gone to San Franciseo State
College, where he made a bril-
liant record.

On December 7, 1941, the Japs
attacked Pearl Harbor.

On December 8, 1941, Herman

Bottcher enlisted to fight Amer-
fca’s enembes. How well, is told
in this story, exclusive to The

At 8 o'clock Sunday moming,
the Japs launched a counter-
attack along the beach from both
directions, gne force coming from:
Buna village and the other from
Buns Mission,

Cooly directing the fire of his
1t men, Botlicher stopped both
attacks cold, and when the Dolse
and the tumult died down, the
beach was ltlered with the bodies

———

of 40 Japs, It was estimatod that
the enemy dragged at least 30

cans because if prevented the.
Japs nomd:mh')‘nlnrme-

more dead away with him as be  ments back and forth between
reireated, Buna village and Buna Misxion,
The numerically superfor en- thelr two strong points on the
emy retired in ‘cenfusion, Buna front, separated by 500
Bottcher was wounded In the yards of beach,

band, but after receiving first During the day, the sergeant's
aid, he returned to the fray, A marksmen plcked off six Japs
night fell, he still held the beach  from the ridge on the Mission
head — important to the Ameri- side of his froul.

RCE FROM TWO DIRECTIONS ™
How to Hold a Beach-head

Saturday afternoon, when the
alr was full of singing ballects
which were clipping the limbs off
trees and plunking into the mud,
the hearded Bottcher stalked Into

our advanced observation post..

gun at & miper In a tree, and
another was standing In an ex-
posed position showing & mortar
crew where to place its bambs,
A little Tater, & Caplain, duoe to
great  persomal  bravery, was
wounded when he Inferposed his
body between one of the Generals
and the Japs. Several times 1
noticed the Captain unostenta-
tlously move into = position
where he oonld prolect his
superior who repeatedly exposed

- himself lo enemy fire,

A Colang]l who knocked two Jap
snipers out of trees with a
Tomimny gun has & welt on the
side of his neck wWhere a Jap
bullet creased him, Three other
Colonels who fought in the front
lIne with their scldiers escaped
injury,

The Capialn and Betitcher are
In line for decerations. Bodtcher,
‘Wwho technically lost his citisen-
ship when he enlisted with the
Spanish forees, ‘will be granted a
commission just as soon as Army

red tape permits, his superiors

say.

{Capyright 1342 by the Chicaso Tribuse)
(Second dispatch)

By E. R. NODERER
WITH AMERICAN ’IEOOPS IN
PAPUA, Dec. § (Delayed)™Sergeant
Herman Boitcher, that
man from San Francisco, did
again,
Last night the Japs began throw-

Ing mortar bombs into the small §

beach hend nrea which Bottcher
and the remnants of his piatoon
hold just outside of Buna village.

Sending up « flare, Bottcher
locked toward the village and be-
beld a farce of Jap soldiers attempt-
ing to sneak wp on him. Looking

The enemy retired



