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UNITED NATIONS HEAD-
QUARTERS IN AUSTRALIA,
Jan. 11.—Capt, Herman Bottcher
of Ban Francisco, German born
“one man army* of the American
forces in New Guinea, has re.
ceived the Distinguished Service
Cross for extraordinary heroism,
it was announced today.

An ace Jap Killor and an expert

with the hand gronade, the 83!
year old veteran of many battles '
on both sides of the world was

granted the coveted decoration
for having led a group of United
‘States soldiers in a brilllant at.
tack that drove a wedge between
Japanese positions to the north.
east New Guinea coast,

|Capt. Herman Bottcher, S. F. Hero
Wins DSC for Raid on Buna Japs

Led"Aﬁ;F Fought [i= L ammmea .de.
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| primarily responsible for the
- sueccess of the defense.”

| Capt. Herman Bottcher, the
San Frahciscan awarded the Dis.
tinguished Service Cross, was
born in Germany, thirtythree
years ago, and came to this coun-
try in 1931 from Australia. He
took out citizenship papers then,
but let them lapse when he en-
listed to fight for the Loyalists
in the Spanish Civil War,
Intermed at the econclusion of
hostilitics, ha was finally re-
leased, returned to San Francisco,
and again took out citizenship
papers. Between wars, he worked
at the Emporium as a cabinet

hi Amaker and attended San Fran-
that to which he rose in the Span leisco State College. e
0

Ish Loyalist Army as a member, ar o avce Battcher,
of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade.| Ramsell Street, his uncle’s widaow,

CAPT. HERMAN BOTTCHER
Former Student of S, F. State

His home is in San Franecisco,
The citation, accompanying the

BEAT OFF ATTACKS,

| Gaining the beach, Bottcher and
‘his. men held their position
jagainst repeated counterattacks
from east and wost by numerical-
ly superior enemy foroes until
the main body of American troops
in the sector between Buna vil!l
lage and Buna Mission moved
and secured the beachhead.

UP! personally led & unit which cut

|
DSC awarded to Botteher, ro-
lated: '

“During an attack en enemy
positions In the period between
December 5 and 11, Captaln
Bottcher, then a staff sergeant,

Cool under fire, Bottcher
pitched grenades at the counter
attacking Japanese just ax< he
did some five years ago during
the battle of Belchite on the Span.
ish Aragon front. He was
wounded in action, tad refused to
deave his men on the Papuan New
Guinea shore, though he ordered
other wounded solicrs of his
group back for treatment,
ALREADY FSOMOTED.

Even before the DSC was con-
ferved upon him, he had been pro-
moted from sergeant to captain in
recognition of his outstanding
feat which contributed no little to

! lage and those at Buna Govern.

the communieations between
. the enemy forces at Buna Vil

ment Station (Mission).
*“On succeeding days, he re.
peatedly repulsed strong en-

position.
GRENADES FOR JAPS.
“During one simultansous at-
tack: from both enemy posl-
tions, he calmly stood up in the
face of enemy fire and threw
hand grenades at the advancing

the Allled victory in Papua.
A sergeant during the

battle, Bottcher now holds in

American Army the same

repeat-

herolsm
rank as| edly inspired his men and was |

emy counterattacks on this vital

|is his only living relative. He was
‘reparted as on his way to a conva-
loscent center.




